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ANIMAL MEAT EXPORTS 
Statement 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [6.40 pm]: Last night I rose in this chamber for members’ 
statements—by the way, I was the only one—and as I was going through my speech I was thinking that there are 
some issues here, and I do not know what is going on, but there might be an urgent meeting that everybody 
needs to go to, and I woke up eventually and realised that was the case, so I sat down. Therefore tonight I want 
to complete the member’s statement that I began last night.  

If members remember, I was expounding the opportunities that exist in China. Just to recap, we need to double 
the herd in Australia if we are to meet the demand that exists in China. There are also opportunities for animal 
rations around live exports. I will run quickly through the other half of the story. I was not being critical, but 
I saw the issue about supply as being quite problematic. The other side of the story is what we are doing to meet 
the demand.  

Over the parliamentary break, I went on two trips to the north of this state. One of those trips occurred after my trip 
to China. Those trips were quite illuminating in the context of what is happening in China. The first trip was with 
the chief of staff to the Minister for Agriculture and Food, and the second was with the minister. We went to the 
Pilbara, Carnarvon, Broome, Derby, Fitzroy Crossing and Kununurra. As I have said, that was a very illuminating 
trip, because some transformational activities are taking place in the north of the state. A lot of that activity is 
commercially driven. However, a lot of programs are going on behind the scenes, driven by this government.  

I want to quickly run through those programs, because, as I have said, what is happening is quite illuminating. 
I feel a bit guilty about saying that we are probably unable to meet the demand in China. However, after I came 
back from that trip with the minister, I can say that we are going some way towards meeting that demand. We 
went firstly to Liveringa, which is on the Fitzroy River and potentially has 10 000 hectares of agricultural land. 
We also flew to Pardoo Station, where 12 new water pivots are going in, all based on artesian water. When we 
drive across a 10 000-hectare paddock we realise the size and scale of that area. When we add up all these 
projects that I am about to roll out, members will understand the significant activities that are taking place in this 
area. We then went to Woodie Woodie, which is on Warrawagine Station, where up to 40 gigalitres of water is 
available and a pilot study is going on through the Department of Agriculture and Food. We also went to 
Hamersley and the Rio Tinto project. There was an announcement from Rio Tinto recently, with the opening of 
the Silvergrass iron ore mine, that means there will now be up to 50 centre pivots, each 50 hectares in size, 
operating in the central Pilbara, when only three or four years ago there was nothing—I mean nothing—in the 
Pilbara in terms of irrigated agriculture. We then went to the northern bore field at Carnarvon, which is a new 
project that will deliver another four gigalitres of water into the Carnarvon farming area. I add that that 
four gigalitres of water is of very high value in terms of the crops that are grown in that area. That will be 
significant boost to the Carnarvon irrigation area.  

The next trip with the Minister for Agriculture and Food was to Broome, where we had an update on the 
northern beef futures project and the water for food project, and we looked at co-locating the range of 
departments that are involved with those projects. The minister also launched the new drilling campaign for the 
Le Grange project, which is another significant body of water south of Broome. We know that some commercial 
activities are starting to happen there. 

We then went to Derby and the Mowanjum project. Mowanjum is an Indigenous pastoral lease. I do not know 
whose thunder I am going to steal—whether it is the Minister for Water or the Minister for Agriculture and Food 
I am not sure—but the water was turned on there today. The water supply is partly remotely operated from Perth, 
along the lines of how the Rio Tinto projects in the Pilbara are remotely controlled from Perth. As I have said, 
I am not sure whether I am stealing the minister’s thunder on that.  

We then went to Go Go Station, which is at Fitzroy Crossing. That is an area of about 7 000 hectares that they 
are looking to farm. It takes at least an hour and a bit to drive halfway into those 7 000 hectares and then out 
again. It is a significant area. Following that, we went to Kununurra and had an overview of the agricultural 
development up there. We had a look at the existing things that we know are going on, and at West Bank and 
Mantinea, which are currently out for request for proposals and will be significant new projects going forward. 
We also had a look at what we call the cockatoo sands, which is the new emerging area for the Ord and where 
probably 50 000 hectares of land will be released for agricultural pursuits. We also looked at Victoria Highway 
and Carlton Hills. We then flew across a very large chunk of land called the Bonaparte and up to the very north 
of Kununurra. We also had a quick look at the Kimberley Agricultural Investment project. That is an 
extraordinary project, with a 7 000 hectare lump of dirt that they are developing. We also looked at the next 
stage of the project, which is called Knox Creek Plain and is quite problematic in terms of environmental 
tailwater drains and so forth.  

 [1] 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 12 August 2015] 

 p5171b-5172a 
Hon Mark Lewis 

We were also a bit lucky in that we bumped into a key staffer of the federal Minister for Trade and Investment, 
Andrew Robb. One of the key things that we are looking at is increasing the size of the dam wall and the 
spillway on the Ord River Dam. That is a significant project, and the commonwealth through its northern 
Australia strategy and agricultural white paper is keen to do some deals with the state on that project. So we were 
very fortunate that the Minister for Agriculture was able to discuss with them how we might move forward on 
that. That was very opportunistic. I hear I am getting a wind-up here—I am pretty sure I am. I guess members 
will be just as impressed as I am by the level of activity in the north of the state. As I have said, it ties into what 
we saw in China. However, although significant action is taking place, we need to do more, and I am sure I will 
be able to give members an update later on that. Thank you.  

House adjourned at 6.47 pm 
__________ 
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